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Box 392 Mayo Hospital 



January 14, 4969 



Dear Dave, 

Thanks for your letter of January 9. I sent copies of it to Vince and 
Harold, although as I noted before, I consider it an extreme hypothesis. Given 
your views on Garrison I can see how you reached it, but I suspect that there 
are scane physical reasons why it can't be true. As I think I pointed out before, 
it has been my impression that LaMarre showed up with the film (Z film that is) 
prior ibo Jim’s getting it from Life. Secondly there is the time problem of 
getting it to Franch, getting it copied, etc. , before he had to return it to 
Life. In addition, there is the problem of customs, which I thought of between 
my last letter and this one. Should Jaffe or anyone else have been caught 
with the Z film it would have been all over. There is also the problem that 
assuming the CIA (and possibly other agencies) are watching Garrison and his 
investigators, then they coikld not help but find out about it and thereby gain 
important material to use against him. What counts here, Dave, in my mind at 
least, is not that he and his investigators are constantly watched, but rather 
that we all know that Garrison is certain that they are. By the way, one of 
the interesting things about Jaffe from what I have heard is that he always 
seems to be followed, or possibly imagines "that he is. I can't picture Gar- 
rison trying such a wild thing and at the same tine realizing (especially since 
he is a lawyer) the consequences of getting caught at it. Furthermore, it is 
important to note that it doesn't take a lawyer to realize that Jim's firing 
of Jaffe, etc., would do little to convince a jury that Jim wasn't responsible 
for something which Jaffe did, whether or not it was true. 

Although my above objections are based mostly cn logic, there are seme 
other things which new lead me to conclude that your theory is quite unlikely. 
Something I forgot to mention in the haste of my last letter was that Harold 
Weisberg told me after he came back from N.O. that as soon as he heard that 
the Z film was in "Farewell America" he asked Lou Ivon if it were possible that 
LaMarre et. al. had gotten access to Jim's copy of the film. Lou Ivon, who is 
about as honest a man as I have ever net, and for whan I have the greatest 
respect, said no. In addition, Harold, who wanted to satisfy himself about 
this possibility after the question was raised, c alle d both Lou Ivon and MuMU 
and both said that it was impossible. The important thing here is, however, 
that Lou has control of this and other security items, and gives full assurance 
that they have never been out of his hands. Even Garrison could not have gotten 
the Z film without Ivon knowing, so it would seem that your theory is wrong 
due to the irony that although Garrison's office had the film and screened it, 
Jim himself never had it to himself for even a short one, let alone for the 
long one which would have been required for your theory to be correct. But, 
with or without Jaffe 's help, it may be that the government will try to provide 
proof of a theory something like the one you so carefully proposed. I say with 
or without Jaffe 's help because he is, like LaMarre, of imkncwn allegiance. 

Since, like Boxley, he was on the payroll, anything he did without Jim's 




knowledge or OK, such# as his public association and articles about Broshears, 
association with "Farewell America," and god only knows what else, can cause" 
Jim endless trouble publicity-wise. Legally Jim, fortunately, is not in such 
bad shape, since I suspect that such an insinuation can be disproven. By 
the way, I would be interested to know Sylvia’s reaction to your theory. She 
can sometimes provide sane pretty keen insight, although on the subject of 
Garrison she is very biased and doesn't always reason that well. 

In regard to Thompson, I do not have a tape of it as I did not actually 
see it myself. My parents and many of my friends in Philadelphia did and it 
was their impressions of it which I recounted to you. (Although they differ 
in their feelings about the case, everyone gave the same description of the • 
"debate.") The best bet is to keep after Tirik about the tape. By all means 
try to get one from Specter. I would be very interested if he replies, and 
if so . how. In fact, I would greatly appreciate copies of any coreespondence 
in this regard. You could even check with the UHF stations out there to see 
if they are, in fact, going to show it, and if you could have a copy. Or, if 
it is to.be shown you could tape it yourself. If I had a copy I would be glad 
to send it. By the way. Vines doesn't have a tape of it either. I asked him 
for one myself sines I missed it but had heard so much about it. I haven't had 
enough tits or interest to go to the trouble of trying to get one from another 
source. 

I will check with Ray Marcus about the possibility that he has color 
negatives of the Z film from Life. They would be a great help to me. 



Best of luck in your work. 




